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	Good afternoon and welcome. I am John Levi, the 10th Chairman of the Board of the Legal Services Corporation.  	It is a privilege to join you today at Yale Law School, an institution with a long and well-deserved reputation for attracting students committed to a wide variety of  public service.	I am here to discuss LSC—a true national legal resource—and the daunting challenges it now faces.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
	As we gather here at this great law school, across the country, low-income Americans are crowding the far more modest offices of local legal aid programs funded by LSC.	They are seeking help with civil matters that go to the very heart of their safety and security.	They are fighting to avert foreclosure, or to escape domestic violence.	They are grandparents seeking legal guardianship of a grandchild in need of life-saving surgery, or they are veterans returning from overseas and facing legal issues.



 
• Established by Congress in 1974, the Legal Services Corporation is the 

single largest funder of civil legal assistance for low-income Americans.  
 

• LSC distributes nearly 94% of its funding to 134 independent, nonprofit legal 
aid programs with more than 800 offices.  These programs provide civil 
legal assistance to low-income individuals and families.  They help families 
with many kinds of legal matters, including cases involving domestic 
violence, foreclosures, evictions, and child custody. 
 

• LSC awards grants to legal services providers through a competitive grants 
process. 
 

• LSC is headed by a bipartisan Board of Directors whose 11 members are 
appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate. 
 

LSC Background 
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�	The Legal Services Corporation is the single largest funder of civil legal aid for low-income Americans, providing federal grants to 134 non-profit legal aid programs in every state.



 
• An estimated 61.8 million Americans were eligible for LSC-funded 

assistance. 
• More than a third, nearly 21 million, were children. 
• LSC funded 134 nonprofit civil legal aid programs that operated more 

than 800 offices nationwide. 
• LSC-funded programs closed a total of 809,955 civil legal aid cases. 
• 1.9 million people live in the households legal aid helped in those cases. 
• 71 percent of the clients were women. 
• 33,405 private attorneys helped LSC grantees by taking cases. 
• These private attorneys closed 99,586 cases. 
• 8,056 full-time staff worked at LSC-funded programs. 
• 3,945 were attorneys; 1,410 were paralegals. 

2012 By The Numbers 
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	Established by Congress in 1994 as one of the last acts of the Nixon Administration, LSC is headed by a bipartisan board of directors whose 11 members are appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate. 	The legal aid centers funded by LSC are great public-private partnerships, obtaining, on average, more than half of their support from non-federal sources together with significant donations of time from private practitioners.



Number of Americans Eligible for Civil Legal Assistance (2000-2011 actual; 2012-2015 estimated) 
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	But as LSC is poised to mark an important milestone next year—its 40th anniversary—it, and our country, are faced with formidable challenges. 	In the wake of the recent recession, we find ourselves at a time when the number of people eligible for civil legal assistance….Americans with incomes at or below 125 percent of the federal poverty line….is at an all-time high – nearly 20% of Americans.  In 1974 when LSC was established, the poverty population stood at approximately 12% of the U.S. population at that time.



Federal Funding is Below Historic Levels 
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	Meanwhile, LSC’s congressional appropriations have been reduced by more than 17 percent since 2010 to just $341 million (after sequestration)  this year. In inflation-adjusted dollars that is an all-time low.



 
Total Funding for LSC Grantees  

has Dropped 
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	Funding from other sources for LSC programs across the country has also dropped, and combined funding for these programs from all sources fell from $960 million in 2010 to $882 million in 2012.



Decreased Funding Is Having an Impact  
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	This decline in funding has had predictably unfortunate results — more than a thousand positions at LSC-funded programs have been eliminated in the last two years, nearly 30, mostly rural, offices have closed, and our programs have been forced to turn away half or more of the eligible individuals seeking assistance because of lack of resources.	These effects have been felt in Connecticut, where funding to LSC's grantee, Statewide Legal Services of Connecticut, was cut from nearly $3 million in 2010 to $2, 600,000 in 2012.	Since LSC funding comprises nearly 90 percent of SLS’s budget, these cuts are particularly significant, and SLS has lost the equivalent of about eight full time lawyers and paralegals. 
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	The shifts in the national poverty population among the various states will make the situation even worse in many parts of the country.	Some states are experiencing a reduction in LSC funding even though their poverty rates have actually increased because funding allocations by law are based on each state’s share of the total national poverty population. 	For example, the census data that LSC relies on shows that between 2000 and 2010 California’s poverty population grew by more than a million people — a 21% jump.  But the overall U.S. poverty population increased by more than 32% during that same 10 year period, so California — and any other state with a poverty population increase of less than 32% — will suffer a cut in basic field grants from LSC. For California, that cut amounts to nearly 9%.                           (continues…)
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	And they represent a significant barrier to access to equal justice.  Unrepresented litigants are far less likely to have a positive result in court, especially when they  are opposed by parties represented by counsel. 	As a recent White Paper by the Conference of Chief Justices noted, civil legal assistance also supports the orderly functioning of the civil justice system as a whole.	At an LSC Board meeting last year in San Diego,  we were addressed by the Honorable Deannell Reece Tacha, the new Dean of the Pepperdine School of Law and the former Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.  Here, in part, is what Dean Tacha said:                              (QUOTE next page…)
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	One way LSC is trying to meet this challenge is through expanded and more effective use of technology.	Through our Technology Initiative Grants program, LSC has funded more than 525 tech projects in the past decade.	And these grants have helped our programs build a network of websites from coast-to-coast, delivering a wealth of legal information, self-help videos and automated forms to assist low-income individuals with their legal needs.	Many of these innovations grew out of a ground-breaking Technology Summit that LSC held in 1998. 



Tech Summit 
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	LSC concluded a second such summit earlier this year, and many innovations are already emerging from it.	One particularly promising idea is to create a single point of entry in each state for people seeking help with a civil legal problem. 	This portal would use an automated process to refer each requester to the lowest-cost service likely to produce a satisfactory result in his or her case.	Powerful mobile apps are also being developed to automatically remind clients of appointments and for pro bono attorneys by creating mobile guides and case management systems for them.



Pro Bono Task Force Recommendations 

• Joint effort with the ABA to identify rules changes to help 
states promote pro bono 
 

• Tool kit with strategies for the development of first-rate, 
sustainable pro bono programs 
 

• Examination of LSC’s own Private Attorney Involvement 
rule 
 

• Creation of a Pro Bono Innovation Fund 
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	LSC is also committed to promoting  pro bono service, evidenced most recently by the distinguished national Pro Bono Task Force we empanelled and the continuing work of the task force’s implementation committee. 	Last year we released its far-reaching recommendations, which include:A joint effort with the ABA to identify rules changes that can help states promote pro bono. Among those changes under consideration are providing CLE credit for pro bono work, mandatory pro bono reporting, and standardizing rules for law school practice.                                    (continues NEXT PAGE)



LSC Panel on Innovative Pro Bono 
Partnerships 
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	LSC and its grantees are also trying to extend the reach of legal aid  and pro bono through partnerships with corporations and other private organizations. 		Just last week at our Board meeting in Pittsburgh, we convened a panel made up of executive directors of three LSC grantees, and representatives of three private corporations—Walmart, CBS and CapitalOne – that they have partnered with to promote pro bono. 



White House Forum on Increasing Access to 
Justice – April 2013 
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	This White House forum was the second LSC has co-sponsored at the White House.   	At the 2012 event, President Obama pledged his support for LSC and legal aid.  	Among the other speakers was Yale Law School’s Sterling Professor of International Law, Harold Koh. 	We have held similar forums at all of our quarterly board meetings since then. 	The kind of vital work done by LSC and its grantees  is essential to our faith in the fairness of our justice system and to honoring a core American value — equal access to justice.



White House Forum on Increasing Access to 
Justice – April 2012 
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	At our July Board meeting in Denver, we were privileged to hear from Colorado’s U.S. Attorney John Walsh, who reminded us that: “798 years ago, the Magna Carta established that no man, even a king – or in our constitutional system, a President – is or should be above the law.  In a sense, the enterprise that all of you are engaged in is achieving the equal but converse principle – that just as no person should be above the law, no person should be below it.”	LSC has since its founding been an institutional embodiment of this ideal.					(continues NEXT PAGE)
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